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“The Revelation of God’s Wrath against Man’s Rejection of Him” 
Romans 1:18-23 

 

I. The Revelation of God’s Righteousness 
A. The need for God’s gift of righteousness that is revealed in the gospel will be demonstrated in this first major section 

dealing with the unrighteousness of all men. 

1. 1:16-17 gave us the theme of God’s power to save in the gospel because it supplies the free gift of righteousness 

to those who will receive it by faith. 

2. 1:18-5:21 deals with justification by faith alone in Christ alone and 1:18-3:20 shows that justification before 

God will not be achieved by any other way. 

a. Though the section is showing the unrighteousness of both Gentile and Jew, the emphasis is laid 

against the Jew, for many of them wrongly thought they could be justified by God through their 

observance of the law. If one can not be justified by keeping God’s law, then no one can be justified! 

b. 3:9-10, 19-20 shows the point Paul is trying to make in this section: all are guilty before God! 

3. DISCUSSION: Since every other religion on the face of the earth is about man being good enough to earn his 

way to “heaven,” what is this section going to show us about the validity of all other religions? 

B. Our understanding of the saving work of Christ will only be as good as our understanding of our sin and what it merits. 

1. When we recognize that we are completely unable to contribute anything to our salvation, we will rightly 

recognize that salvation is completely from God, as Romans 1:16 made clear when it said that the gospel is “the 

power of God for salvation.” 

2. The more we realize how bad our sin is and what it deserves the more we will love God for the free forgiveness 

and righteousness that he has given us in Christ (cf. Luke 7:47). 

 

II. The Revelation of God’s Wrath, 1:18. 
 A. God’s reaction to sin is not passive indifference but just wrath, 1:18a. 

  1. The need for righteousness is seen in the fact that God’s wrath is against unrighteousness. 

2. God’s wrath is revealed in the present by his allowing men to pursue their unrighteousness (1:24, 26, 28), and it 

will be revealed in the future by fierce eternal punishment (2:5-8). 

 a. “From heaven” = This highlights the utter seriousness of God’s anger against sin. 

3. Many deny that God acts in wrath but he could not be just or loving otherwise! 

a. “Wrath in God must not be conceived of in terms of the fitful passion with which anger is frequently 

associated with…Wrath is the holy revulsion of God’s being against that which is the contradiction of his 

holiness.”  --- John Murray 

b. “The wrath of God is the wrath of Him who is perfectly loving, perfectly good.” --- C.B. Cranfield 

  4. DISCUSSION: How do people try to avoid thinking about the wrath of God? 

 B. God’s wrath is not against some sins but every sin, 1:18b. 

1. God does not show partiality in his reaction to sin (2:11); all sin must be punished, and all will be after all has 

been said and done. Christians will have had their sin punished in Christ and those who reject Christ will 

experience the punishment for every one of theirs sins in an eternal hell. 

2. DISCUSSION: Even for those who have experienced God’s forgiveness in Christ, how should this affect our 

attitude towards sin in our own life? 

 C. Man’s sin is summarized by the fact that he suppresses the truth, 1:18c. 

1. Man is not committing his sin in total ignorance, for he knows that God is to be worshipped and served and that 

God will punish those who do not (1:32), but he suppresses this truth so that he can pursue his own wicked desires 

(cf. John 3:19-20). 

2. This is not just as the level of the will but even the mind. Man’s mind is so corrupted by sin that he can fervently 

deny that he knows the truth and even believe such a lie! 

a. This is why the Reformed tradition speaks of the “total depravity” of man. This term simply means that 

every faculty of man has been affected by sin. 

 

III. The Revelation of God’s Being, 1:19-20. 
 A. The truth about God’s being is clear to men because God has made it clear, 1:19. 

1. Man’s ability to know who God is does not depend on varying abilities inherent in some men and not in others, 

for God is the One who has made it clear to all men. 

 B. God’s revelation of his being and character is revealed in all of creation, 1:20a. 

  1. This seems like an oxymoronic statement, for God is invisible but he has made himself visible! 

a. The way God is “seen” is in the understanding of him that is delivered through the beauty, grandeur, 

and intricacy of the created order (cf. Psalm 19:1-6). 
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i. This is seen by all, not just the man of science. The hardness of man’s heart is seen in the fact 

that so many of those who get to study the creation in more detail than others still reject the 

knowledge of God that the created order provides. Such will receive a greater judgment. 

2. We might be surprised by how much that Paul says is revealed about God in creation, for it says that he is 

eternal and all powerful and later on he will say that men know that he is holy, for he punishes those who do not 

worship and serve him (1:32). 

3. DISCUSSION: Even as those who already rightly worship our Creator through Jesus Christ, how should this 

verse challenge us? 

C. The purpose of God’s clear revelation of himself is that men would not have any excuse for their failures to worship and 

love him, 1:20b. 

1. God has made the revelation of himself so clear in the creation that men are without excuse to respond in 

worship and thanksgiving. 

 a. The text literally says that they are “without an apologetic.” 

i. “Apologetics” refers to defending something.  

2. No one can consistently live like they do not believe that God exists, regardless of how loud and creative their

  protests are to the contrary. 

a. One example is that there is no one who is consistently a moral relativist but unless there is a Creator 

whose very being is the standard of morality, morality really is relative. 

b. Another example is that everyone lives as if there are laws of logic, but there can be no ultimate order 

to the universe unless there is ultimate rationality in the person of the God who created us.  

3. This knowledge of God in nature is never enough to save but only to condemn. The revelation of God given in 

the preaching of the gospel is necessary for salvation. 

4. This reality must inform the way we deal with non-Christians who try to deny that God exists or that there is 

proof that God exists. They have more than enough evidence before them! 

a. DISCUSSION: Instead of trying to garner philosophical and historical evidences to try and convince 

unbelievers, to what should we really give our attention as we seek to share Christ with them? 

 

IV. The Revelation of Man’s Rebellion, 1:21-23. 
 A. Despite man’s clear knowledge of God, this never leads to honoring him or giving him thanks, 1:21a. 

  1. Man should have honored God by worshipping him and living in such a way that reflected his holy character. 

a. 2:14-15 shows that God’s moral law is written on the hearts of men. All men know how they want 

others to treat them but they do not consistently treat others the way they want to be treated. 

2. Men should be continually giving God thanks for hand-eye coordination, air to breathe, sunshine that keeps 

them warm and makes crops grow, the rain that provides life giving hydration for their bodies and their crops, the 

joys of marriage and family, etc. 

a. In other words, every good thing we have is a gift from our Creator but instead of leading to hardy 

thanksgiving we try to deny that our Creator is the ultimate source of these things. 

3. DISCUSSION: What does Paul’s condemnation of the Gentiles teach us about the proper end result of all of 

our knowledge of God? 

B. Human thinking that rejects the knowledge of God leads to futility as regards true understanding about anything, 1:21b-

22. 

 1. All true knowledge begins with submitting our minds to God’s revelation of himself (cf. Prov. 1:7; 9:10). 

a. We never understand anything truly unless we understand its relationship to God and it leads us to 

worship him. 

2. By claiming to be wise apart from submission to God’s revelation of himself, we are actually making ourselves 

fools! 

a. “Fool” is a rich word in the Old Testament and refers to those who try to deny that God exists or will 

judge men for their sin (Ps. 14:1). It is not a judgment about intellectual capacity as much as morality. 

3. DISCUSSION: In light of this, how would you formulate the proper role of reason in relationship to God’s 

most clear revelation of himself, the Bible? 

C. Rejection of the true God does not lead to irreligion but false religion, 1:23a. 

 1. Man was made to worship, so he puts his own man-made worship in place of true worship. 

  a. This explains why mankind (even materialists) all over the world is religious. 

 2. Man’s rebellious religiosity takes many forms. 

  a. The variety of the world’s religions is a testimony to man’s rebellion against his Creator. 

i. “For heathenism is not the primeval religion, from which man might gradually have risen to the 

knowledge of the true God, but is, on the contrary, the result of a falling away from the known original 

revelation of the true God in His works.”    --- F.B. Meyer 

D. DISCUSSION: How should this understanding of man’s knowledge of God give us encouragement in sharing the 

gospel? 


