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A Word to Worshippers
Contentment.  Within this one word is found both praise and disdain.  We may criticize someone who is content with only making "B"s and "C"s in school when they have the ability to make "A"s.  Or we may think a person is wasting their talent if they are content to be a laborer when they have the potential to be a leader.  Yet at the same time, we admire the person who is truly content with what they have and finds their fulfillment in life through relationships rather than achievements.  The missionary or the Christian servant who is content with lower wages and less fame in order to serve the Lord is someone we admire and praise.  What is your level of contentment with your place in life, with your income, with your assets?  May the Holy Spirit speak to you in the evaluation and reshaping of your contentment quotient as you worship today. Our songs and liturgy will assist in reminding us how abundant are our spiritual riches and the abundant grace that God grants us every day.


Meditations for Worship

Better is a little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and trouble with it. Better is a dinner with herbs where love is than a fattened ox and hatred with it.	Proverbs 15:16

There is great gain in godliness with contentment.	I Timothy 6:6

If we have food and clothing, with these we will be content.	I Timothy 6:8

True contentment  is the power of getting out of any situation all that is in it.	G.K. Chesterton

Relief workers, faithful pastors in communist lands, missionaries in the third world--all have impressed me with a profound wisdom and deep-seated contentment strikingly absent from [high-profile Christian] entertainers. They work for low pay, long hours, no applause. They "waste" their talents among the poor and uneducated. Yet in the very process of losing their lives, they find them.	
Philip Yancey

Prelude 	"Sonata I," Largo and Allegro	Georg Friedrich Handel
	Norm Weiss, violin; Tina Thiel, flute; Graham Eubanks, bass; Dave Leeman, harpsichord
Pastoral Welcome		The Rev. John R. McCracken

*Call to Worship	Psalm 36:7-10	
	Minister:		How precious is your steadfast love, O God! The children of mankind take 			refuge in the shadow of your wings.
	People:		They feast on the abundance of your house, and you give them drink from 			the river of your delights.
	Minister:		For with you is the fountain of life; in your light do we see light.
	People:		Oh, continue your steadfast love to those who know you, and your 			righteousness to the upright of heart!

*Hymn of Adoration		“Lavish Love, Abundant Beauty”  	BEECH SPRING
[image: ]
*Prayer of Adoration				Mr. Jeremy Mollenkopf
*Affirmation of Faith			The Rev. Patrick Poteet
	
	The Apostles Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and was buried; he descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Heidelberg Catechism, No.26
	
	Q.  What do you believe when you say, "I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of 	
		heaven and earth?"
		A.  That the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (who of nothing made heaven and 	
	earth, with all that is in them; who likewise upholds and governs the same by His 	
	eternal counsel and providence) is for the sake of Christ His Son, my God and my 	
	Father; on whom I rely so entirely, that I have no doubt but He will provide me with 	
	all things necessary for soul and body; and further, that He will make whatever evils 	
	He sends upon me, in this valley of tears, turn out to my advantage; for He is able to 	
	do it, being Almighty God, and will, being a faithful Father.

*Hymns of Praise, No. 32	"Great is Thy Faithfulness"		FAITHFULNESS

			"You Have Been Good"		Twila Paris
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Public Confession of Sin		Mr. Dan Gardner, Ruling Elder
 
	God of everlasting love, we confess that we have been unfaithful
		to our covenant with you and with one another.
	We have worshiped other gods: money, power, greed, and convenience.
	We have served our own self-interest instead of serving only you and your people.
	We have not loved our neighbor as you have commanded, 
		nor have we even rightly loved ourselves.
	Forgive us, gracious God, 
		and bring us back into the fullness of our covenant with you and one another.
	Through Christ, our Lord.
	Amen. 
Private Confession 

Declaration of Pardon			

Elder:	Hear what sweet words of comfort the Lord gives to all those who truly repent of their sins and trust in Christ:  
	Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon. 	Isaiah 55:7				
My friends, I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
People:	Thanks be to God!

 
Prayers for Christ’s Church and the World		Mr. Gardner
	            	

The Collection of Tithes and Offerings   	
	

The Musical Offering      	"Coronation"	Craig Courtney
	Trinity Choir; Dan McCartney, French Horn
		
Crown Him, the King of kings, the Lord of lords, the Prince of Peace, Crown Him, the One who died and rose again to live forevermore. Crown Him, the Bread of Life, high and holy Priest, Bright and Morning Star, He holds the keys of death. He holds the keys of hell. He is ruler of the kings of earth. Crown Him, behold your King. (repeat) See Him coming with the clouds. Every eye shall see Him whom they have pierced. See Him who is the first, and is the last, Alpha and Omega. He is the Living One. He who is and was and who is to come. He has loved us unto death. He has freed us by His blood. He is the mighty Son of God. Crown Him, behold your King!  Behold Him! Behold your King, Behold the Lord of lords and King of kings, Crown Him!

The Offering Consecration		Mr. Poteet

*Doxology		DUKE STREET
	Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
	Praise him all creatures here below,
	Praise him above, ye heavenly host,
	Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Passing of the Peace		
Minister:	The peace of Christ be with you.
People:	And also with you.

Service of Friendship		Mr. Poteet
Children between the ages of 4 through 1st grade may now be dismissed for Celebration Chapel, Room 101.  
Please locate the black Friendship Pad at the left end of your row, fill it out and pass it down. When it arrives at the other end of the row, pass it back, taking note of those who are seated in your row. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]*The Prayer for Illumination		Mr. McCracken

*Scripture Reading	Philippians 4:10-13	
		 ESV Pew Bible, pg. 982

The Morning Sermon   	 "Possessions and Contentment"	
		Final sermon in the series, "Heart, Soul, and Money”
		

Song of Response, No. 642	"Be Thou My Vision"	SLANE
	Stanzas 1, 4 & 5


*The Charge and Benediction 		Mr. McCracken

Minister:	Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” 
				Hebrews 13:5
                                                                                                                                            	
People:  	With God’s help we will.

Minister:	Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen	Ephesians 3:20
People:  	Thanks be to God!  Amen!

*Postlude 	        	Douglass McFarland, organist
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